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New York, New York: The finest law firm writers of 2024 have been selected by the Burton Awards, 
a national 501(c)(3) non-profit program, which is run in association with the Library of Congress, 
presented by lead sponsor Law360, and co-sponsored by the American Bar Association.  

The twenty winners, who will be presented the “Law360 Distinguished Legal Writing Awards” on 
May 20, 2024, at the Library of Congress, were chosen from the nominations submitted by the nation’s 
top 1,000 largest law firms. William Burton, Founder and Chair of the awards program, said “The 
recipients are truly exemplary, skillful, and effective writers who are truly exceptional.” 

The Academic Board, which reviewed articles published within the past year, was led by Virginia Wise, 
Chair, formerly of Harvard Law School; Kristen K. Tiscione, Georgetown Law Center; Lindsay 
Sturges Saffouri, UC Berkeley School of Law; William C. Burton, Founder and Chair of the event; 
and William Ryan, former member of the Department of Homeland Security and Chair of the White 
House Plain Language Committee.  

The awards program will be celebrating its Twenty-Fifth Anniversary at the Library of Congress. The 
awards ceremony, featuring CNN news anchor, Chris Wallace, as the Master of Ceremonies, will be 
followed by a gala reception, dinner, and performance by Tony Award-winning performer, Idina 
Menzel.  

The following law firm authors are Law360 Distinguished Legal Writing Award Winners: 

LAW FIRM AUTHOR(S) ARTICLE TITLE 
Akerman LLP  Montoya M. Ho-Sang, 

LaKeisha C. Marsh, Sommer 
Sharpe 

What You Need to Know 
About Brand Protection in 
NIL Deals  

Amundsen Davis LLC Molly Arranz and Sofia 
Valdivia 

“Pixels” and “Cookies,” 
Charming Terms for Tracking 
Technology, Can Lead to Ugly 
Data Privacy Headaches   

Bass, Berry & Sims PLC Brian R. Iverson  Give Me a Break: Regulating 
Communications Between 
Attorneys and Their Witness – 



Clients During Deposition 
Recesses 

Butler Snow LLP  Christopher S. Berdy The Nuremberg Trials: A 
Story for Trial Lawyers 

Crowell & Moring LLP Jason Crawford, Olivia Lynch, 
Brian Tully McLaughlin  

No End In Sight For 
Pandemic Relief Fraud 
Enforcement  

Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP  David L. Portilla The March 2023 Banking 
Sector Turmoil: Policy 
Considerations for the 
Regulation of Large Banking 
Organizations 

Dykema  Ann D. Fillingham, Perry 
Israel, Sandy MacLennan, 
Joseph “Jodie” Smith  

Municipal Market Evolution 
Reflecting the Constitutional 
Underpinnings of the Law of 
Public Finance  

Fennemore  Ryan Curtis and Kristi L. Hill  Secure Act 2.0 – New and 
Enhanced Retirement Tools  

Fenwick Zach Harned, Vejay Lalla, and 
Adine Mitrani 

AI Considerations for Parties 
in the Creator Economy  

Freeman Mathis & Gary, LLP Jacob Daly Reforming the Law of 
Premises Liability  

Jackson Lewis P.C. Justin R. Barnes, Jeffrey W. 
Brecher, David T. Wiley 

Wage & Hour Developments: 
A Year in Review  

Kelley Drye & Warren LLP  Ioana Gorecki, Whitney M. 
Smith, Katherine White 

Customer Service Chatbots: 
What You Need To Know 

McGlinchey Stafford Douglas Charnas, Heidi 
Urness, Lauren N. Ybarra 

Ohio Appellate Decision 
Tackles Excluded Coverage 
for Marijuana Use 

Moses Singer Devika Kewalramani and 
Stephanie M. Smith 

Privilege, Email and the Case 
of the Careless Click  

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton 
& Garrison LLP 

Megan Gao and Brette 
Tannenbaum 

FTC Faces Criticism of Non-
Compete Clause Rule, 
Prepares for Legal Challenges 

Reed Smith  J.P. Duffy The Rise of Emergency 
Arbitration in Life Sciences 
Disputes  

Sullivan & Cromwell LLP Andy Dietderich The Zone of Safety: How to 
be an Active and Confident 
Director During Financial 
Distress 

Weil, Gotshal & Manges, LLP Benton Lewis, Christopher 
Machera, and Samantha Anne 
Patel 

The Rise of Private Credit & 
Its Impact on Acquisition 
Dynamics 

White & Case LLP Glen Cuccinello, Chanté 
Eliaszadeh, Douglas Landy  

A New “Operation Choke 
Point”? The Quickly 



Constricting Rules on Crypto 
Activities for Banks  

Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP Soumya Dayananda and 
Timothy Heaphy 

Inside the January 6th 
Committee 

 
THE BURTON AWARDS 
  
The Burton Awards, established in 1999, is funded by the Burton Foundation, a non-profit 501(c)(3) 
organization and academic effort devoted to recognizing and rewarding excellence in the legal 
profession. The Burton Awards were established to honor the finest accomplishments in law, 
including writing, reform, public service and interest, regulatory innovation, and lifetime achievements 
in the profession.  The Honorary and Distinguished Board of Directors of The Burton Awards 
Program includes: William C. Burton, Partner, Sagat | Burton LLP; former Chief Judge Richard A. 
Posner, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit; U.S. Senator John Cornyn; U.S. Senator Roger 
Wicker; U.S. Senator Mike Crapo; U.S. Senator James E. Risch; U.S. Senator Todd Young; U.S. 
Senator Joni Ernst; U.S. Senator Mike Rounds; U.S. Senator Tim Kaine; U.S. Senator Christopher 
Coons; U.S. Senator Robert P. Casey, Jr.; U.S. Senator Chris Van Hollen Jr.; U.S. Senator Michael F. 
Bennet; Justice Carol A. Corrigan, California Court of Appeals; Les Parrette, President, One Page 
Thinking; Yabo Lin, Partner, Sidley Austin LLP; Jane Sullivan Roberts, Managing Partner, Macrae; H. 
Rodgin Cohen, Senior Chairman, Sullivan & Cromwell LLP; Lisa A. Rickard, Counselor to the 
President and CEO of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce (retired); Tom Sager, Senior Counsel, Ballard 
Spahr LLP(retired); Betty Whelchel, Head of Public Policy & Regulatory Affairs, BNP Paribas S.A. 
(retired); Brad Karp, Chairman, Paul, Weiss Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP; Linda A. Klein, Senior 
Managing Shareholder, Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC, and former President, 
American Bar Association; Stephen R. Mysliwiec, Partner, Miller Friel, PLLC; Bernard Nash, State 
Attorneys General Practice Co-Chair, Cozen O’Connor; Hubert L. Allen, Executive Vice President, 
General Counsel and Secretary, Abbott; Bruce Byrd, Executive Vice President and General Counsel, 
Palo Alto Networks; Lynn Charytan, Executive Vice President and General Counsel, Comcast Cable; 
Lucy Fato, Executive Vice President, General Counsel and Global Head of Communications and 
Government Affairs, AIG; Duane Holloway, Senior Vice President, General Counsel, Chief Ethics 
and Compliance Officer, U. S. Steel Corporation; Mark Kesselman, Executive Vice President, General 
Counsel and Corporate Secretary, Purdue Pharma; Jennifer Newstead, Chief Legal Officer, Meta; 
Anne Robinson, General Counsel and Corporate Secretary, Vanguard; and Maryanne R. Lavan, Senior 
Vice President, General Counsel and Corporate Secretary, Lockheed Martin Corporation. 
 
LAW360, LEAD SPONSOR 
  
Law360, a LexisNexis company, is a trusted provider of breaking legal news and in-depth analysis, 
with up-to-the-minute, comprehensive coverage of litigation, regulation and enforcement, legislation, 
administrative proceedings, executive actions, corporate deals, legal industry trends, and more. With a 
unique blend of cutting-edge technology and journalistic expertise, Law360 delivers the intelligence 
legal and business professionals at top law firms, Fortune 1000 companies, key government agencies, 
and many other organizations need to remain experts, mitigate risk, and beat the competition. 
  
THE AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION, CO-SPONSOR 
  



With nearly 400,000 members, the American Bar Association is one of the largest voluntary 
professional membership organizations in the world. As the national voice of the legal profession, the 
ABA works to improve the administration of justice, promotes programs that assist lawyers and judges 
in their work, accredits law schools, provides continuing legal education, and works to build public 
understanding around the world of the importance of the rule of law. 
  
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 
  
This prominent institution is one of the most celebrated and distinguished libraries in the world. It 
was established on April 24, 1800, and since that time has grown to become one of the largest 
repositories in history. The Library of Congress functions as both a national library and as the research 
arm of the U.S. Congress. It contains more than 32 million catalogued books and more than 62 million 
manuscripts.   
  
U.S. CHAMBER INSTITUTE FOR LEGAL REFORM, LEGEND IN LAW SPONSOR 
  
The U.S. Chamber Institute for Legal Reform’s mission is to champion a fair legal system that 
promotes economic growth and opportunity.  
  
WILLIAM C. BURTON, ESQ., CHAIRMAN 
  
William C. Burton is a partner at Sagat|Burton LLP, New York. He is the Founder and Chairman of 
the Burton Awards Program. He is also the Founder and Chair of the Burton Foundation for Legal 
Achievement, which funds the program. He has served as a New York State Assistant Attorney 
General and an Assistant New York State Special Prosecutor.  For fifteen years, he was the Director 
of Government Affairs for Continental Insurance, then one of the largest international insurance 
companies. He is the author of “Burton’s Legal Thesaurus,” the first and only reference book of its 
kind written for the legal profession. The book is now in its sixth edition. When it was published forty-
one years ago, Mr. Burton was given a prestigious award by the Association of American Publishers 
which declared the book “One of the most Creative and Innovate Projects of the Year.” In 1999, Mr. 
Burton created the Burton Foundation and established the non- profit Burton Awards Program with 
the initial goal of encouraging clear and comprehensive legal writing and rewarding other monumental 
achievements in law. In 2010, Mr. Burton was awarded the prestigious Golden Pen Award by the 
Legal Writing Institute, the second largest organization of law professors in the United States with 
3,000 members. The honor was given for his advocacy and impact on legal writing. Later in 2011, he 
was presented the “Blackstone Award” by the Friends of the Law Library of Congress for embodying 
and promoting the best ideals of the venerable institution. He was a Legal Reform Award recipient 
from the U.S. Chamber Institute for Legal Reform in the fall of 2017. In 2022 he was named to the 
Hofstra Law School Hall of Fame.  

 


